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CAMBORNE  - REDRUTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT 

^For  the  Year  Ending  31st  December,  1954. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1954. 

The  figures  given  in  practically  all  cases  in  the  vital  statistics 
section  are  satisfactory,  and  compare  favourably  with  those  for  the 
country  as  a whole. 

The  infectious  disease  section  is  also  satisfactory,  except  in 
regard  to  food  poisoning  and  dysentery  where  the  figures  of  33  and 
21  reported  cases  respectively  are  high  by  comparison  with  past 
years.  Part  of  the  rise  in  notifications  has  been  due  to  increased 
interest  by  the  general  practitioners  in  the  disease,  but  part  is  also 
due  to  the  larger  outbreaks  of  disease.  That  in  Camborne  was  extens- 
ively investigated  in  an  attempt  to  find  a common  factor  and  a great 
number  of  visits  were  paid  to  affected  houses  to  find  out  wlience  the 
families  bought  their  various  items  of  food,  whether  any  meals  were 
eaten  out,  and  what  were  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  homes. 
When  the  various  reports  were  put  together  no  single  common  factor 
could  be  found  anywhere  and  thus  the  next  step,  prevention,  was 
precluded.  While  this  is  a disappointing  result  it  is  a challenge  to  do 
better  should  another  outbreak  occur. 

During  the  year  the  Housing  Rents  and  Repairs  Act  was 
introduced,  with  the  subsequent  stress  on  clearance  of  unfit  houses 
which  could  not  be  repaired.  The  results  of  surveys  carried  out  and 
an  account  of  the  problems  encountered  in  trying  to  relate  the  repairs 
of  homes  to  the  low  rents  charged  here  has  already  been  reported 
to  the  Council.  There  remains,  however,  apart  from  the  demolition 
of  totally  unfit  property,  the  problem  of  getting  repairs  done  to 
houses  which  could  be  saved,  but  which  the  owners  feel  arc  not 
worth  saving  in  view  of  the  minute  increase  in  rent  which  could  be 
made  under  the  Act. 
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There  seem  to  be  only  two  possible  answers  to  the  problem.  One 
is  an  all  round  increase  in  rents,  so  that  they  bear  some  relation  to 
the  cost  of  repairs  and  maintenance  of  property.  The  other  is  that 
these  homes  should  be  purchased  b}’  the  local  authorities  and 
repaired  and  renovated  by  them.  The  first  solution  will  no  doubt  be 
opposed  very  strongly,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that,  in  this  district 
at  least,  the  gap  between  the  rent  of  council  houses  and  that  of 
privately  owned  dwellings  is  far  too  wide  and  makes  one  seem 
c.xcessively  high  and  the  other  excessively  low.  My  own  suggestion 
would  be  to  relate  rent  directly  to  rateable  value,  and  abolish  all 
previous  rents.  This  would  then  give  a better  home  to  the  man  pre- 
pared to  pay  a little  extra,  and  a better  return  for  the  landlord  who 
improves  his  property.  This  however,  is  only  a personal  suggestion. 

On  purchase  and  repair  of  property  by  local  authorities  one  can 
say  that  it  is  almost  certainly  not  cheap.  Nevertheless,  the  fact  that 
the  census  of  1951  revealed  over  300  empty  properties  in  the  district 
shows  at  least  one  method  of  overcoming  the  housing  shortage. 
Many,  no  doubt,  of  these  properties  were  in  poor  condition,  but  the 
fact  remains  that  an  empty  house  is  to  no  one’s  advantage,  and 
money  spent  on  repair  and  renovation  will  show  a return  in 
improved  physical  and  mental  health  by  lessening  the  amount  of 
overcrowding  which  is  still  such  a feature  of  day  to  day  work  in  the 
Health  Department. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  D.  K.  NEEDHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


OF  THE  AREA 

1.  Statistics. 

Area  22,411  acres 

Estimated  mid-year  population  35,450 

Average  number  of  persons  per  acre  1.57 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  11,912 

Average  number  of  inhabited  houses  per  acre  ...  .53 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  2.9 

Rateable  value  15 1,570 

Product  of  a penny  rate  £606 


2.  Industrial  Position  of  the  District. 

The  number  of  persons  insured  under  the  National  Insurance 
Acts  in  the  Camborne-Redruth  areas  at  31st  December,  1954,  was 

Males  Females  Total 

Over  the  age  of  15  years  ...  10,168  4,103  14,271 

The  number  of  unemployed  insured  persons  at  31st  December, 


-,  was  : — 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  the  age  of  18  years  ... 

16 

17 

33 

Over  the  age  of  18  years  ... 

271 

95 

366 

Totals  ... 

287 

112 

399 

No  new  industries  were  opened  in  the  Camborne-Redruth  areas 
during  1954. 

Comment  regarding  Employment  Position. 

(a)  Men  — Employment  in  the  Redruth  area  during  1954 

showed  little  change  from  the  previous  few 
years  but  spells  of  “short-time”  working  in 
ship-building  and  engineering  industries  in 
the  adjacent  districts  early  in  the  year  affected 
workers  who  reside  at  Redruth. 

(b)  Women  — Employment  opportunities  for  women  were 

somewhat  scarce  and  office,  shop  and  factory 
workers  experienced  long  spells  of  unemploy- 
ment. 

(c)  Juveniles  — In  the  main  juveniles  had  little  difficulty  in 

the  choice  of  employment. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

3.  Births. 


Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  

245 

237 

482 

Illegitimate  

8 

16 

24 

Totals  ... 

253 

253 

506 
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4.  Birth  Rate. 


1954  1953  1952  1951  1950 
14.30  14.04  14.69  14.84  14.44 


Live  Birth  Rate  (Crude) 

Using  comparability  factor  1.01  Birth  Rate  ...  14.45 
England  and  Wales  1954  Birth  Rate  ...  15.2 

5.  Still  Births. 

Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate 12  8 20 

Illegitimate  — — — 

Totals  ...  12  8 20 

1954  Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  population)  ...  0.56 

England  and  Wales  1954  ...  0.36 

1954  Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  live  and  still  births)  ...  38.02 

England  and  Wales  1954  ...  23.5 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1,000  1954  1953  1952  1951  1950 

live  and  still  births  ...  38.02  31.00  22.49  35.24  35.44 

6.  Neo-Natal  Mortality. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate  

Males 

4 

Females  Total 

1 5 

Totals  ... 

4 

1 5 

1954  Neo-natal  Death  Rate 

= 9.95 

per  1,000  live  births. 

Cambornc-Rcdruth  ..  1954 
Neo-natal  Rate  ...  9.95 

1953 

18.1 

1952  1951  1950 
19.11  32.50  24.5 

Infant  Mortality. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

(including  those  under  4 weeks  of  age) 

Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  5 6 11 

Illegitimate  — 1 1 

Totals  ... 

5 

7 12 

1954  Infant  Mortality  Rate  ...  23.71  per  1 ,000  live  births. 
England  and  Wales  Mortality  Rate  ...  25.5  per  1 ,000  live  births. 

Cambornc-Redruth  ...  1954  1953  1952  1951  1950 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  ...  23.71  22.1  27.02  36.31  36.68 
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8.  Maternal  Mortality. 

Total  number  of  Maternal  Deaths  ...  1 . 


9.  Deaths. 

Males 

Total  number  of  deaths 
from  all  causes  214 


Females  Total 
243  457 


1954  Death  Rate  ...  12.92  per  1,000  estimated  population. 
Using  comparability 

factor  of  0.87  Death  Rate  ..  11.24  per  1 ,000  population. 
England  and  Wales  ...  11.3  per  1,000  population. 

Camborne-Redruth  ...  1954  1953  1952  1951  1950 

Death  Rate  (Crude)  ...  12.92  15.97  13.61  14.92  13.96 


Cancer.  Males  Females  Total 

Total  deaths  from 

malignant  disease  32  34  66 

1954  Death  Rate  (Specific)  ...  1.86  per  1,000  estimated  population. 


1954  1953  1952  1951  1950 

Cancer  Death  Rate 1.86  2.23  2.01  2.18  2.04 


Cardio- Vascular  Disease. 

Males  Females  Total 

Total  deaths  from 

Cardio- vascular  disease  ..  114  153  267 

1954  Death  Rate  ...  7.53  per  1,000  estimated  population. 

1954  1953  1952  1951  1950 

Cardio- Vascular  Death  Rate  7.53  9.23  — — — 


Respiratoiry  Disease  (excluding  tuberculosis). 

Males  Females  Total 

Total  deaths  from 

respiratory  disease  ...  21  12  333 

1954  1953  1952  1951  1950 
Respiratory  Disease  Death  Rate  ...  0.93  1.47  — — — 

1954  Death  Rate  ...  0.93  per  1,000  estimated  population. 


Tuberculosis. 

Total  deaths  from  respiratory  T.B.  ...... 

Total  deaths  from  non-respiratory  T.B. 


Males 

10 


Females  Total 
2 12 

1 1 


10  3 13 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  ...  0.36  per  1,000  estimated  population. 

Camborne-Redruth  1954  1953  1952  1951  1950 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  ...  o 36  0.28  0.39  0.34  0.58 
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10.  Deaths  from  all  Causes. 

Males  Females  Total 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  10  2 12 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  forms — 1 1 

3.  S3q)hilitic  disease  2 1 3 

4.  Diphtheria  — — — 

5.  Whooping  Cough  — — — 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  — 1 1 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis — — — 

8.  Measles  — — — 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 1 — 1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  7 5 12 

1 1 . Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  9 — 9 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  — 8 8 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus — 3 3 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  16  18  34 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  — 2 2 

16.  Diabetes  — I 1 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 26  50  76 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  41  14  55 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  6 13  19 

20.  Other  heart  disease  32  58  90 

s\.  Other  circulatory  disease  9 18  27 

.2.  Influenza  1 — 1 

. . . Pneumonia  4 5 9 

14.  Bronchitis  11  4 15 

15.  Other  disease  of  respiratory  system  5 3 8 

16.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  1 1 2 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  — 2 2 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  1 4 5 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  5 — 5 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  — 1 1 

31.  Congenital  malformations  3 2 5 

. . Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 16  24  40 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  2 — 2 

'.  All  other  accidents 3 — 3 

'.  Suicide  2 1 3 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  1 1 2 


Totals  214  243  457 
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1 1.  ComparaMve  Birth  and  Death  Rates,  1954 


♦Using 

comparability 

factors 

Births  ...  1.01 
Deaths  ...  0.87 

Camborne 

Redruth 

England 

and 

Wales 

160  County 
Boroughs 
and  Great 
Towns 
(including 
London) 

160  County 
Towns 
(Resident 
Population 
25,000- 
50,000  at 
1951  Census 

London 

Admin- 

istrative 

County 

(Rates  per  1,000  Home  Population) 

Births. 

Live  Births 

14.45 

15.2 

15.2 

14.9 

15.2 

Still  Births 

00.56 

00.36 

— 

— 

— 

38.02  (a) 

23.5  (a) 

23.3  (a) 

24.0  (a) 

19.8  (a) 

Deaths. 

(a)  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

♦All  Causes 

11.24 

11.3 

11.1 

11.3 

10.7 

Typhoid  and 

Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough  . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0.36 

0.18 

0.20 

0.18 

0.20 

Influenza 

0.02 

0.04 

0.03 

0.04 

0.02 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

(including  polio- 

encephalitis) 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Pneumonia 

0.25 

0.41 

0.45 

0.41 

0.48 

12.  Population. 


Registrar  General’s 
Estimated  Figure 

Birth 

Deaths 

Birth  and  Death 
Ratio 

1938 

...  35,000 

463 

540 

- 77 

1939 

...  35,000 

514 

566 

- 48 

1940 

...  35,000 

486 

567 

- 81 

1941 

...  35,000 

— 

— 

— 

1942 

...  35,000 

542 

472 

+ 70 

1943 

...  34,670 

646 

510 

-F  136 

1944 

...  34,670 

587 

510 

+ 77 

1945 

...  33,850 

514 

481 

+ 33 

1946 

...  34,330 

636 

502 

-h  134 

1947 

...  34,830 

715 

536 

+ 179 

1948 

...  35,500 

611 

514 

+ 97 

1949 

...  v35,650 

571 

520 

+ 51 

1950 

...  35,800 

517 

500 

+ 17 

1951 

...  35,230 

523 

525 

- 2 

1952 

...  35,260 

521 

480 

-f  41 

1953 

...  v35,380 

498 

565 

- 67 

1954 

...  35,450 

506 

457 

-f  49 

]0 


13.  Comment. 


Births  and  Birth  Rate 

The  number  of  births  in  1954  was  little  different  from  that  in 
1953  (498),  and  the  rate  per  1,000  inhabitants  was  slightly  higher, 
out  still  substantially  below  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole, 
even  when  differences  in  the  population  structure  are  taken  into 
account. 


This  lower  than  average  birth  rate  has  been 

a constant  feature 

of  the  district  for  some  time  now,  and  the  figures  for  the  past  five 
years  are  : — 

Birth 

Rate  per  1,000  Inhabitants 

England  & Wales  Camborne-Redruth 

1954 

15.2 

14.3 

1953 

15.5 

13.9 

1952 

15.3 

14.5 

1951 

15.5 

14.7 

1950 

15.8 

14.4 

The  Camborne-Redruth  hgures  have  been  adjusted  for  the 
slight  difference  between  the  age  and  sex  groupings  of  the  popula- 
tion compared  with  those  of  the  population  of  the  whole  country. 
The  adjustment  does  not  take  into  account  marital  status,  but 
information  about  this  can  be  obtained  from  the  1951  census  returns. 

From  there  it  is  apparent  that  Cornwall  as  a whole  has  a larger 
proportion  of  unmarried  women  than  would  be  expected. 

Percentage  of  Married  Women  Percentage  of  Single  Women 
Cornwall  England  & Wales  Cornwall  England  & Wales 
15—19  ...  4.5  4.4  95.5  95.6 


20—24  ... 

46.6 

48.1 

53.2 

51.6 

25—29  ... 

76.1 

77.2 

22.5 

21.6 

30—34  ... 

81.7 

83.0 

15.0 

14.3 

35—44  ... 

81.4 

82.3 

13.9 

13.4 

45—54  ... 

75.2 

76.3 

15.9 

15.0 

55—64  ... 

62.0 

62.2 

17.6 

15.5 

65  over 

34.0 

35.1 

18.7 

16.1 

Review  of  the  separate  localities  of  the  county  reveals  a similar 
trend  in  Camborne-Redruth. 

Percentage  of  Percentage  of  Percentage  of 
Married  Women  Single  Women  Widowed  or  Divorced 


Cornwall 

41.3 

50.3 

8.4 

Borough  and  Urban 
Districts 

40.8 

50.2 

9.0 

Camborne-Redruth. . 

41.2 

49.4 

9.4 

No  doubt  this  deviation  from  the  average  in  number  of  married 
people,  particularly  women,  in  the  local  population  is  sufficient  to 
account  for  the  lower  birth  rate. 
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Still  Births. 

While  too  much  stress  should  not  be  laid  on  a rate  which  is 
based  only  on  a few  cases,  nevertheless  the  still  birth  rate  over  the 
last  three  years  has  risen  steadily  from  22.5  to  38.0  per  1,000  births. 
A rise  similar  to  this  has  been  observed  in  other  parts  of  the  country 
and  is  a matter  which  must  lead  to  further  investigation  and  research 
by  those  engaged  in  midwifery. 

Neo-Natal  Mortality. 

Here  we  have  a more  cheerful  picture  to  present,  though,  again, 
the  actual  ligures  are  small  and  too  much  stress  should  not  be  laid 
on  them. 

Nevertheless  the  deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  old  have 
been  reduced  from  nine  in  1953  to  five  in  1954,  almost  halving  the 
rate. 

Infant  Mortality. 

As  in  1953  I am  to  report  a rate  less  than  the  national  rate, 
though  slightly  above  that  of  last  year. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  is  often  said  to  reflect  the  general 
health  of  the  community,  and  it  is  pleasant  to  find  that  we  are  not 
behindhand  in  this  respect. 

It  is  an  interesting  reflection  on  the  improvement  in  conditions 
brought  about  over  the  past  half-century  that  in  1892  the  infant 
mortality  in  Redruth  was  222  per  1,000  births  and  in  Camborne 
250  ! 

In  other  words,  in  those  days,  almost  one  in  every  four  children 
born  in  the  district  had  died  before  its  first  birthday  ; yet  people  still 
look  back  on  them  with  the  remark  “We  were  just  as  healthy  then  as 
we  are  now,’’  usually  when  some  sanitary  improvement  is  being 
debated. 

Deaths  and  the  Death  Rate. 

As  I stated  last  year  would  be  done  in  future,  the  deaths 
recOided  in  the  district  are  those  of  the  residents  of  the  district  and 
exclude  deaths  in  hospitals  and  welfare  accommodation  of  people 
normally  living  elsewhere. 

This  accounts  for  the  reduction  in  the  total  of  deaths  from  565 
to  475  and  the  reduction  in  the  crude  death  rate  from  15.9  to  12.9. 
To  all  intents  and  purposes  we  can  now  see  that  the  death  rate  of 
the  district  is  strictly  comparable  with  the  national  rate  — in  fact, 
it  is,  by  a decimal  point,  superior. 

1 his  adjustment  of  the  figures  is  also  reflected  in  the  greatly 
reduced  incidence  of  deaths  from  diseases  of  the  elderly,  that  is  from 
heart  disease,  cancer  and  lung  disease. 

1 he  death  rate  from  tuberculosis  has  risen  slightly,  and  the 
figure  remains  lather  above  the  national  level,  as  it  has  done  for 
some  years. 
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SECTION  B . 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

1.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Care  of  the  Expectant  Mother. 

The  care  of  the  expectant  mother  is  undertaken  by  local  practi- 
tioners and  at  the  Redruth  Hospital  Maternity  Unit  ; in  addition  an 
Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  held  twice  a month  at  the  Camborne  Community 
Centre,  Camborne,  by  the  District  Nurse/ Midwives,  and  where 
dental  care  is  offered  to  expectant  mothers,  few  of  whom,  however, 
accept  it. 

Midwifery. 

There  were  506  births  in  the  district  during  the  year,  occurring 
as  follows  : — 


Born  in  Hospital  ... 

..  236 

Born  in  Nursing  Home 

22 

Born  at  Home 

..  248 

506 

The  above  births  gave  rise  to  the  following  work  by  District 
Nurse /Midwives  and  Health  Visitors. 

Ante-Natal  visits  for  domiciliary  cases  ...  2,786 

Domiciliary  conhnements  ...  ...  226 

Post-Natal  and  other  maternity  visits  ...  7,633 


10,645 


Staff  Concerned. 

District  Nurse/ Midwife /Health  Visitors 
District  Nurse /Midwives 
District  Nurse/ Midwife/ Health  Visitors 
(Shared  with  Kerrier  Area) 


4 

5 

1 

2 


Infant  Welfare. 

The  infant  and  mother  are  looked  after  by  the  Midwife  until  28 
days  after  the  birth,  where  the  birth  occurred  at  home  ; or,  where 
birth  occurred  in  hospital  and  either  there  is  some  nursing  care 
required  for  mother  or  child,  or  the  mother  and  child  are  discharged 
before  10  days  after  delivery. 

After  the  Midwife  has  withdrawn  from  the  case,  the  care  of  the 
infant  is  supervised  by  the  Health  Visitor. 
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Infant  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  as  follows  : — 


Camborne 
Redruth 
St.  Day 
Illogan 


Every  Wednesday 
Every  Thursday 
2nd  and  4th  Wednesday 
2nd  and  4th  Thursday 


2 — 4 p.m. 
2 — 4 p.m. 
2 — 4 p.m. 
2 — 4 p.m. 


All  these  Clinics  are  supervised  by  qualified  Health  Visitors  and 
clerical  assistance  is  given  by  voluntar}^  workers. 


Advice  on  feeding  and  upbringing  of  babies,  and  also  on  the 
value  of  immunization  and  vaccination,  which,  if  desired,  can  be 
carried  out  by  the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer,  who  attends  at 
each  Centre  at  least  once  a month.  Demonstrations  and  Health 
Talks  are  also  given  by  the  Health  Visitors. 


2.  Home  Help  Service. 

This  service  is  paid  for  by  the  County  Council  so  far  as  the 
wages  of  the  Home  Helps  are  concerned.  The  organisation  and  allot- 
ment of  duties  is  carried  out  by  members  of  the  Women’s  Voluntary 
Service  at  the  Camborne  Community  Centre.  The  value  of  the  ser- 
vice is  shown  by  the  increasing  demands  on  it  shown  by  the  fact  that 
the  establishment  of  1951  which  was  16  had  been  raised  to  20  by  the 
end  of  1952  and  it  stills  remains  the  same  at  the  end  of  1954. 


3.  Ambulance  Service. 

The  County  Ambulance  Service  is  carried  out  from  the  Tolvean 
Depot  at  Redruth  and  gives  excellent  coverage  of  the  area.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  all  the  ambulances  normally  operating  from 
the  depot  are  in  constant  wireless  communication  with  the  depot, 
and  can  be  switched  at  will  from  routine  duties  to  deal  with 
emergencies. 

4.  National  Assistance  Act,  1948  — Section  47. 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance 
Act,  1948. 
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SECTION  C . 


1.  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  1954. 


Disease 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apt. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oet. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Totals 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

Paratyphoid  Fever. 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

— 

1 

3 

3 

5 

2 

— 

1 

6 

1 

1 

26 

Whooping  Cough  . 

13 

7 

2 

10 

2 

4 

7 

3 

4 

4 

— 

— 

56 

Diphtheria 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

1 

1 

8 

Smallpox 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Pneumonia 

3 

7 

2 

1 

3 

3 

2 

— 

— 

3 

4 

7 

35 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Paralytic 

Non-paralytic  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

10 

8 

6 

1 

— 

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

33 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .. 

2 

12 

12 

14 

6 

10 

15 

15 

10 

5 

15 

10 

126 

Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary 

2 

2 

1 

1 

5 

1 

4 

2 

4 

2 

1 

1 

28 

Non-pulmonary  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

21 

Acute  Encephalitis. 

1 

1 

Malaria 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 
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Comparative  Figures  for  previous  years. 

1954  1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever  

— 

— 

— — 

1 

1 

Meningococcal  Infection  

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

26 

31 

82 

56 

31 

Whooping  Cough  

56 

199 

7 

104 

11 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  

8 

4 

5 

10 

12 

Smallpox  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

4 

1,117 

117 

280 

12 

Pneumonia  

35 

35 

35 

37 

22 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

(including  Polioencephalitis) 

1 

2 

5 

6 

Food  Poisoning  

33 

1 

3 

3 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

126 

106 

100 

30 

42 

Acute  Rheumatism  

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Dysentery  

21 

10 

1 

19 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis — Pulmonary  

3 

6 

7 

18 

2 

Tuberculosis — Non-Pulmonary 

3 

6 

7 

18 

2 

3.  Comparative  Case  Rates  for  Certain  Infectious  Diseases. 


(Provisional  figuies  based  on  quarterly  returns). 


Notifications 

(Corrected) 

Camborne- 

Redruth 

England  and 
Wales 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

0.00 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.00 

0.01 

Meningococcal  Infection... 

0.00 

0.02 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.73 

0.97 

Whooping  Cough 

1.58 

2.37 

Diptheria 

0.00 

0.00 

Erysipelas 

0.22 

0.12 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

0.10 

3.31 

Pneumonia 

0.98 

0.59 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

(including  Polioencephalitis)  : 

Paralytic  ... 

0.02 

0.03 

Non-Paralytic 

0.00 

0.01 

Food  Poisoning... 

0.93 

0.20 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

23.95  (a) 

17.73  (a) 

Dysentery 

0.88 

0.69 

(a)  Per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 
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4.  Total  Number  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  admitted 
to  the  County  Isolation  ffospital  during  1954. 


Diskask 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

.Apt. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct.^ 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Totai. 

Acute  Tonsillitis  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Encephalitis 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Bronchitis 

— 

1 

1 

Meningitis 

— 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough  .. 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Erysipelas  and 
Maxillary 

Herpes  Zoster  ... 

1 

1 

Enteritis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Streptococcal 
Meningitis  and 
Adenitis 

1 

1 

Gastro-Enteritis 
and  Anaemia  ... 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Totals 

2 

4 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

12 

5.  General  Comment. 

The  year  1954  was  notable  for  the  low  incidence  of  infectious 
disease,  except  where  food  poisoning  and  dysentery  were  concerned, 

6.  Scarlet  Fever  and  Erysipelas. 

The  incidence  of  these  two  diseases,  whose  causes  are  closely 
connected  though  they  appear  so  different,  was  parallel  to  that  of 
the  previous  year  and  of  the  National  level. 

No  serious  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  reported. 

I 7.  Whooping  Cough. 

The  reported  incidence  was  low  by  the  National  standard  and, 
was  a great  deal  below  the  rate  reported  for  the  district  in  1953. 

So  far  as  we  know,  none  of  the  children  concerned  had  been 
fully  immunised  against  the  disease. 

The  following  children  were  immunised  against  whooping 
cough  during  the  year,  along  with  their  diphtheria  immunisation. 

‘ Primary  Refresher 

30  38 
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8.  Measles. 

This  year  gave  the  lowest  total  of  notifications  yet  recorded, 
that  is,  four  ; a big  step  down  from  the  1953  total  of  1,117.  It  can 
be  assumed  without  any  doubt  that  1955  will  produce  an  epidemic 
of  this  disease,  on  the  knowledge  that  alternate  years  are  “measles 
years’’. 


9.  Diphtheria. 

Our  long  period  of  immunity  from  any  case  of  diphtheria  has 
continued,  the  last  notification  being  made  in  1947.  This  will  con- 
tinue only  so  long  as  parents  will  have  their  children  immunised,  and 
our  Health  Visitors  and  District  Nurses  are  always  pressing  parents 
to  have  this  done. 

Fortunately  the  introduction  of  the  combined  diphtheria- 
whooping  cough  vaccine  has  made  it  easier  to  “sell’’,  as  there  is 
still  a fear  of  whooping  cough  and  a willingness  to  accept  protection 
against  it  which  does  not  exist  in  the  case  of  diphtheria  ; although 
diphtheria  is,  of  course,  a much  more  dangerous  disease. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation, 

Age  Primary 

0 — 5 years  . . . 562 

5 — 15  years  ...  95 

Total  Immunisations 

Age 

0 — 5 years  ...  1,366 

5 — 15  years  ...  3,742 


1954 

Refresher 

803 


67.4% 


10.  Smallpox. 

No  case  occurred.  Two  contacts  of  cases  from  ships  arrived  in 
the  area  during  the  year  but  both  had  been  fully  vaccinated  before 
travelling  and  nothing  untoward  developed  in  either  case. 

The  following  numbers  were  vaccinated  in  1954. 


Age 

Primary 

0 — 5 years 

154 

5 — 15  years 

15 

Over  15  years  .. 

30 

199 

Re- Vaccination  Total 

2 156 

7 22 

58  88 


67  266 
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1 1 . Dysentery  and  Food  Poisoning. 

These  two  diseases  are  considered  together  as  the  background  of 
cause  and  prevention  are  similar. 

There  were  33  cases  notified  as  food  poisoning  and  21  as 
dysentery  located  as  follows  : — 


Food  Poisoning 

Dysentery 

Total 

Four  Lanes  Area  ... 

— 

3 

3 

Troon  Area 

1 

3 

4 

Beacon  Area 

1 

— 

1 

*S.  Camborne 

16 

15 

31 

*N.  Camborne 

9 

— 

9 

Pool  and  Illogan  Area 

6 

— 

6 

Redruth 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Totals 

...  33 

21 

54 

* South  or  North  of  A.30. 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis. 

There  was  very  little  poliomyelitis  in 

Britain  in 

1954  and 

West  Country  shared  the  freedom  ; consequently  only  one  case  was 
reported  to  have  occurred  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

13.  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

The  considerable  rise  in  puerperal  pyrexia  over  the  last  few 
years  is,  as  has  previously  been  pointed  out,  a result  of  a change  in 
the  criteria  by  which  notification  is  determined.  The  cases  are  almost 
exclusively  notified  from  Redruth  Maternity  Unit  which,  of  course, 
gives  a false  incidence  of  the  condition  as  at  least  half  the  mothers 
concerned  come  from  other  areas  which  have  low  or  non-existent 
numbers  of  notifications. 


14.  Tuberculosis. 

Number  of  Cases  on  Notification  Register  at  31st  Dec.,  1954. 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

Males 

141 

25 

166 

Females 

111 

19 

130 

Total  .. 

252 

44 

296 
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Age  Distribution  of  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1954. 


Ages 


NEW  GASES 

Pulmonary  Non -Pulmonary 


M 

E 

Total 

A1 

E 

Total 

M 

E 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

0-1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1-6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-15 

3 

- 

3 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15-45 

10 

10 

20 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

- 

1 

1 

45-65 

5 

- 

5 

1 

- 

1 

4 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

65  & 
Over 

5 

2 

7 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

4 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

23 

12 

35 

2 

2 

4 

9 

2 

11 

- 

1 

1 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary  Non -Pulmonary 


New  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

No.  of  persons  recovered  ...  ...  15 

No.  of  persons  transferred  to  other  areas  ...  17 

No.  of  persons  died  from  other  causes  ...  — 

No.  of  persons  died  from  tuberculosis  ...  12 


Year 

New 

Notifica- 

tions 

Total  Cases 
on 

Register 

1948 

40 

162 

1949 

57 

196 

1950 

36 

223 

1951 

49 

242 

1952 

54 

263 

1953 

56 

301 

1954 

39 

296 

Deaths 

Death  Rate 
per  1,000 
population 

Case 

Mortality 
per  1,000 
cases 

28 

0.77 

172 

23 

0.64 

117 

21 

0.58 

94 

12 

0.34 

49 

14 

0.39 

53 

10 

0.28 

33 

12 

0.36 

40 

It  appears  from  the  above  tables  that  the  annual  rate  of  new 
notifications  remains  constant  within  rather  wide  limits,  and  that  the 
number  of  deaths  annually  rapidly  decreased  from  1948  to  1951  and 
has  since  then  remained  fairly  steady. 

1 he  death  rate  per  1 ,000  population  similarly  improved  until 
1951  and  remains  at  that  level,  as  would  be  expected  from  the 
1 datively  small  variations  in  population  of  the  district,  but  the 
number  of  deaths  per  1,000  registered  cases  has  continued  to  fall, 
within  a small  fluctuation  to  the  level  of  40  per  1,000  cases  or  4%. 
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As  this  latt(‘r  figure  is  the  result  of  the  inter-action  of  two  vari- 
ables, that  is,  that  the  figure  can  be  improved  either  by  lessening  the 
number  of  deaths  or  by  increasing  the  number  of  notifications,  it  is 
probably  of  little  or  no  significance  in  assessing  the  success  of  the 
service. 

Household  Contact  Tracing  and  B.C.G.  Vaccination. 


No.  of  Cases  on  Register  ...  ...  296 

No.  of  Contacts  under  20  ...  ...  200 

No.  found  to  be  Mantoux  Positive  ...  14 

No.  found  to  be  Mantoux  Negative  ...  172 
No.  awaiting  examination  ...  ...  14 

No.  refused  examination  ...  ...  1 

No.  received  B.C.G.  Vaccination  ...  172 

No.  refused  B.C.G.  Vaccination  ...  — 

No.  awaiting  B.C.G.  Vaccination  ...  — 


In  addition,  10  contacts  not  directly  in  the  households  con- 
cerned received  B.C.G.  vaccination. 

Total  number  of  B.C.G.  Vaccinations  ...  182 


Protection  of  Adolescents  by  B.C.G.  Vaccination. 

It  has  long  been  realised  that  almost  all  people  who  do  not 
contract  actual  tuberculosis  during  their  life-time  become  immune 
to  the  disease  by  virtue  of  having  had  a very  slight  infection  by 
tubercle  bacilli  which  they  have  overcome  successfully.  Once  this 
process  has  been  completed  they  are  immune  to  further  attacks  of 
the  disease  in  somewhat  the  same  way  as  second  attacks  of  diph- 
theria and  whooping  cough  are  unknown.  A good  indication  of 
having  successfully  attained  this  state  of  immunity  is  shown  by  the 
reaction  shown  by  the  skin  to  the  injection  into  it  of  a minute 
amount  of  a certain  substance.  This  is  known  as  the  Mantoux  Test. 

Prolonged  experience  in  Europe  from  1900  onwards  by  a 
number  of  scientists  has  finally  provided  a vaccine  which  can  be 
injected  into  the  skin  and  can  give  rise  to  immunity  to  tuberculosis 
without  causing  illness  to  the  person  so  vaccinated,  in  the  same  way 
that  smallpox  vaccination  will  protect  a person  against  smallpox 
without  causing  more  than  a slight  discomfort. 

It  is  felt  that  the  group  most  likely  to  suffer  severely  from 
tuberculosis  would  be  the  young  adult  or  adolescent,  who,  after 
leaving  the  relatively  sheltered  life  of  childhood  and  school,  are 
suddenly  brought  face  to  face  with  a far  wider  range  of  people, 
many  of  whom  may  be  actively  tuberculous. 
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It  has  been  decided,  therefore,  to  offer  B.C.G.  vaccination  to 
all  children  of  13-14  who  are  by  skin  test  shown  not  to  be  immune 
to  tuberculosis. 

This  system  was  introduced  into  Cornwall  in  1954,  and  the 
results  for  the  Camborne-Redruth  area  for  the  year  are  : — 

Number  of  children  in  the  age  group  ...  ...  445 

Skin  Testing. 

No.  of  children  whose  parents  refused  investigation...  81 
No.  of  children  awaiting  investigation  at  31  / 12/54  ...  28 

No.  of  children  skin  tested  ...  ...  ...  336 

Total  ...  445 


Results  of  Skin  Tests. 

Already  immune  ...  ...  91 

Not  immune  ...  ...  245 

Total  ...  336 


Vaccination. 

Awaiting  B.C.G.  Vaccination  at  31  / 12/54...  2 

B.C.G.  Vaccinated  ...  ...  ...  243 


Total  ...  245 


Level  of  immunity  in  those  tested. 

Out  of  the  336  children  skin  tested,  only  91,  or  27%  had 
reached  a stage  where  immunity  could  be  assumed,  and  73%  (245) 
were  still  susceptible.  243  were  then  vaccinated,  the  remaining  2 to 
be  vaccinated  at  a later  date. 

Future  Plan. 

Each  year  this  age  group  will  be  vaccinated  and  by  this  means 
it  is  hoped  to  prevent  infection  arising  in  young  adults  at  the  import- 
ant stage  of  their  lives  when  entering  on  marriage  or  a career. 

It  is  also  hoped  that  by  preventing  the  disease  from  renewing 
itself  every  year  in  the  younger  generations,  it  can  be  confined  to 
the  older  groups  who  have  contracted  it  years  ago,  and  so,  gradually, 
that  the  disease  will  die  out. 
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Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 

For  the  Year  Ending  31st  December,  1954. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Veor, 

Camborne. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  herewith  my  report  for  the  year  ending  the 
31st  December,  1954. 

During  the  year  three  of  your  four  qualified  Inspectors  left  the 
service  of  the  Council  within  a period  of  three  months,  and  from  the 
1st  April  to  the  31st  August  the  Department  was  always  below 
strength  by  at  least  one  Inspector. 

The  major  problem  which  confronted  the  Department  during 
the  period  under  review  was  the  switch-over  from  controlled  to 
de-controlled  slaughtering,  and  this  entailed  bringing  back  into  use 
premises  which  were  last  used  as  slaughterhouses  in  1939.  Not  only 
was  considerable  work  involved  in  the  preparation  of  premises,  but 
after  1st  July  the  Department  was  confronted  with  the  task  of  main- 
taining an  efficient  meat  inspection  service  at  some  twenty  premises 
scattered  throughout  the  urban  area.  The  extra  amount  of  travelling 
involved  restricted  even  further  the  work  other  than  meat  inspection 
which  the  Inspectors  could  perform. 

I am  indebted  to  the  following  officers  for  information  and  data 
which  are  included  under  sections  "Water”  and  "Housing”  in  my 
report  ; — Mr.  L.  V.  Ockford,  Water  Engineer,  Camborne  Water 
Company  ; Mr.  T.  F.  King,  M.I.Mun.E.,  Water  Engineer  ; 
Mr.  N.  Barrett,  A.M.I.C.E.,  M.I.Mun.E.,  A.M.I.W.E.,  Engineer 
and  Surveyor  ; and  Mr.  J.  Lenten,  Housing  Officer. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


C.  F.  BAXTER, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SECTION  D. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


1 . Water. 

Redruth  Area. 

1 . Both  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  mains  supply  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory  throughout  the  year.  On  occasions,  however, 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  maintaining  pressures  at  the  higher 
levels. 

The  chutes  and  wells  were,  as  usual,  indifferent  as  to  quality 
but  adequate  as  to  quantity. 


2.  All  raw  water  to  mains  was  tested  regularly  and  found  to  be 
satisfactory.  The  results  are  as  follows  : — 


Main  Water  Supply  Sources. 


Penstruthal  Intake 
Filtrick  Intake  ... 
Penventon  Intake 
Distribution  Mains 
Cathedral  Shaft 
Sandy  Lane*  ... 


Mar.  Satisfactory 
June  Satisfactory 
Mar.  Satisfactory 
June  Satisfactory 
Mar.  Satisfactory 
June  Satisfactory 
Mar.  Satisfactory 
June  Satisfactory 
Mar.  Satisfactory 
June  Satisfactory 

Mar.  

June  


Sept.  Satisfactory 
Dec.  Satisfactory 
Sept.  Satisfactory 
Dec.  Satisfactory 
Sept.  Satisfactory 
Dec.  Satisfactory 
Sept.  Satisfactory 
Dec.  Satisfactory 
Sept.  Satisfactory 
Dec.  Satisfactory 
Sept.  Satisfactory 
Dec.  


Pump  supplies,  taken  only  when  in  use. 


Wells  and  Chutes. 

Tolskithy  

Carnmarth  Quarry 
Parsonage  Well 

Five  Chutes  

Trevethan  

Pennance  Well  ... 

Vogue  Chute  

Gordon  Adit  ... 
banner  Stand  Tap 
Capt.  Eddy’s  Chute  ... 

Tiddy’s  Chute 

Primitive  Chapel,  banner 

Manor  Widden 

Carnmarth  Chute 
Roscroggan  Well 
Little  Reskadinnick 
Knave-go-bye  ... 

Croft  Mitchell 

Penponds 

Troon  Adit  

Roseworthy 
Stennack 
Menadarva 
Oak  Well 


Jan.  Unsatisfactory 
Feb.  Satisfactory 
Jan.  Suspicious 
„ Unsatisfactory 
„ Satisfactory 
Feb.  Satisfactory 
Jan.  Unsatisfactory 
„ Satisfactory 
Feb.  Satisfactory 
„ Satisfactory 
„ Unsatisfactory 
„ Satisfactory 
„ Unsatisfactory 
„ Satisfactory 
Mar.  Satisfactory 
„ Satisfactory 
Apr.  Satisfactory 
.,  Satisfactory 
Mar.  Satisfactory 
Apr.  Satisfactory 
„ Satisfactory 
„ Satisfactory 
Mar.  Satisfactory 
„ Satisfactory 


July  Unsatisfactory 
Aug.  Satisfactory 
July  Suspicious 
„ Satisfactory 
„ Suspicious 
Aug.  Satisfactory 
July  Satisfactory 
„ Suspicious 
Sept.  Satisfactory 
Aug.  Unsatisfactory 
„ Unsatisfactory 
„ Satisfactory 
„ Unsatisfactory 
„ Satisfactory 
Sept.  Satisfactory 
„ Unsatisfactory 
Oct.  Satisfactory 
„ Suspicious 
„ Suspicious 
„ Satisfactory 
„ Satisfactory 
„ Suspicious 
„ Unsatisfactory 
„ Satisfactory 
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Weils  and  Chutes — (continued) 


Treskillard  Tap 
Bosleake  Well  ... 
Redruth  Coombe 
Penhalurick 
Betty  Adit 
Bolenowe  Moor 
Chycarne  Moor 
Bolenowe  Chute 
Mawla  Well 
Nancekuke 
Cambrose  Well... 
Watergate  Chute 


June  Unsatisfactory 


„ Satisfactory 
Apr.  Satisfactory 
May  Satisfactory 


Jan.  Unsatisfactory 


May  Satisfactory 


„ Satisfactory 
„ Satisfactory 
„ Satisfactory 
„ Satisfactory 


„ Suspicious 
„ Unsatisfactory 


July  Unsatisfactory 


Dec.  Unsatisfactory 
« Unsatisfactory 


Nov.  Satisfactory 
„ Satisfactory 


„ Satisfactory 
„ Satisfactory 
„ Satisfactory 


„ Satisfactory 


Unsatisfactory 


3.  The  water  has  a plumbo-solvent  action.  As  a precautionary 
measure  no  lead  services  are  permitted  anywhere  in  the  area,  and 
all  new  mains  are  concrete  lined. 

4.  Notices  advising  boiling  are  placed  at  all  wells  and  chutes  when 
unsatisfactory  results  are  obtained. 

Camborne  and  Illogan  Area. 

This  area  is  supplied  by  the  Camborne  Water  Company. 

The  rainfall  registered  at  Boswyn  was  51.19  inches.  This 
amount  was  above  the  average  and  was  18  inches  more  than  the 
previous  year.  Because  of  the  wet  season  the  yield  from  the  shallow 
springs  was  maintained  for  a considerably  longer  period  than  usual. 
The  wettest  month  was  November  when  8.16  inches  fell  and  the 
highest  rainfall  for  any  one  day  was  1 .86  inches  on  the  24th  May. 

Details  of  the  rainfall  throughout  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 


0.01  inches  or  more  — 268  days 
0.04  inches  or  more  — 189  days 


The  total  amount  of  water  supplied  was  282  million  gallons,  an 
increase  of  30  million  gallons  over  the  previous  year.  Of  this 
quantity  68  million  gallons  were  pumped  from  Penponds.  This 
pumping  figure  shows  a decrease  of  20  million  from  the  year  1953. 
The  average  daily  consumption  was  772  thousand  gallons,  giving  an 
average  per  head  daily  of  36  gallons. 

The  water  supply  throughout  the  area  was  satisfactory  both  as 
regards  quality  and  quantity  and  no  restriction  as  to  use  was  im- 
posed on  consumers.  Difficulty  in  maintaining  pressures  at  the 
higher  levels  was  experienced  during  certain  periods,  especially  on 
Monday  mornings.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  this  will  be  overcome 
by  the  use  of  a booster  pump  which  will  be  installed  as  soon  as  we 
get  delivery  from  the  makers. 
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Eighty-four  samples  for  bacteriological  examination  were  taken 
from  taps  in  houses  throughout  the  area  during  the  year  and  all  but 
one  proved  satisfactory.  A check  sample  taken  from  this  tap  immedi- 
ately afterwards  proved  satisfactory.  Chemical  samples  taken  from 
our  various  sources  of  supply  were  reported  on  by  the  analyst  as 
satisfactory  for  a domestic  supply. 

The  method  of  treatment  is  filtration,  chlorination  and  lime  for 
neutralising  acidity  and  P.H.  adjustment.  Added  to  the  above  micro 
strainers  have  now  been  installed  at  Trevu  for  clarification  of  the 
water.  No  form  of  contamination  was  found  to  exist  in  1954. 

The  approximate  number  of  houses  within  the  area  supplied  by 
the  Company  is  6,573  and  the  estimated  number  of  persons  residing 
in  these  houses  is  20,750.  All  these  houses  are  connected  to  the 
mains.  In  addition  to  the  above,  five  houses  with  an  estimated 
population  of  20  are  supplied  by  standpipe. 

New  services  installed  during  the  year  numbered  175. 

2.  Complaints. 

The  following  complaints  were  received  and  dealt  with  during 


the  year  : — 

Choked  sewers  and  drains  ...  ...  ...  597 

Unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  ...  ...  104 

Unsatisfactory  sanitation  and  drainage  ...  ...  21 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  77 

Water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Rats  and  mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  206 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 


1,044 


3.  Nuisances  Abated,  Defects  Remedied,  etc. 

The  following  works  were  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  period  under  review  : — 


Premises  connected  to  the  sewer  ...  ...  175 

Choked  drains  cleared  ...  ...  ...  597 

New  water  closets  installed  ...  ...  ...  186 

Water  closets  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  21 

Pail  or  pit  closets  abolished  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pail  or  pit  closets  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  1 

N ew  cesspools  provided  ...  ...  ...  7 

Cesspools  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Defective  roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  32 

Eavesgutters  and  downpipes  repaired  or  renewed. . . 12 
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Nuisances  Abated,  Defects  Remedied,  etc. — (continued) 

Dampness  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Walls  and  ceilings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  27 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Window  frames  and  sashcords  repaired  or  renewed  18 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  6 

Water  supply  improved  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cooking  apparatus  repaired  or  renewed...  ...  4 

Fireplaces,  chimneys,  flues  repaired  ...  ...  4 

External  walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  3 

Other  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  27 


4.  Verminous  Premises. 

Four  verminous  premises  were  dealt  with  by  spraying  during 
the  year.  All  of  the  premises  were  infested  with  fleas.  Normal  treat- 
ment with  Zaldecide  proved  effective  in  all  cases. 

5.  Disinfection  of  Houses. 

32  visits  were  made  following  the  notification  of  infectious 
diseases,  4 of  the  dwellings  were  disinfected  as  a result  of  such  visits 
and  8 library  books  were  removed  from  the  premises,  disinfected, 
and  returned  to  the  libraries  concerned. 

6.  Salvage. 

At  the  latter  end  of  the  twelve  months  under  review  the  price 
of  salvage  rose  by  £\  per  ton  and  it  is  felt  that  if  this  price  is  main- 
tained throughout  1955  the  salvage  of  waste  materials  will  be 
reasonably  sound  economically.  It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report 
that  throughout  the  year  no  difficulties  were  experienced  in  connec- 
tion with  the  disposal  of  paper. 

The  following  quantities  of  salvage  were  disposed  of  during  the 
year  : — 


Mixed  Waste  Paper 

TONS 

406 

CWTS. 

6 

QRS 

3 

Container  Waste  ... 

. . . 

104 

11 

1 

Books 

20 

9 

1 

Newsprint 

... 

16 

19 

3 

Metals 

. . . 

12 

4 

0 

Rags 

... 

11 

5 

3 

571 

16 

3 
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7.  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  following  quantities  of  refuse  were  deposited  at  the 
Treskillard  tip  during  the  year  : — 

Household  and  Trade  Refuse  ...  5,045  loads. 

Tip  covering  ...  ...  ...  1,689  loads. 

Rubbish  and  Highway  Sweepings  ...  4,821  loads. 

'I'he  5,045  loads  of  refuse  represent  35,315  cubic  yards. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  it  became  necessary  to  employ 
an  additional  lorry  full  time,  thus  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  refuse 
collection  of  the  area  was  being  made  by  six  fully  employed  refuse 
vehicles.  The  disposal  of  refuse  is  by  controlled  tipping  on  some  30 
acres  of  wastrel  at  Treskillard. 

8.  Sewerage. 

The  pumping  stations  at  Portreath  and  Penponds  continued 
normal  operations  throughout  the  year,  and  the  following  quantities 
of  sewage  were  pumped  ; — 

Portreath  ...  38,270,000  gallons. 

Penponds  ...  16,078,000  gallons. 

No  major  works  have  been  carried  out  during  the  past  twelve 
months  in  connection  with  existing  sewers  and  the  sewerage  system 
of  the  area  has  continued  to  work  satisfactorily. 

9.  Cesspool  and  Gully  Emptying. 

1954  was  the  first  full  year  in  which  the  Cesspool /Gully  Emptier 
has  been  operated  in  this  district.  The  number  of  gully  emptyings 
effected  during  the  twelve  months  was  5,322  and  21 1 cesspools  were 
emptied  during  the  year.  It  is  significant  that  the  number  of  cess- 
pools emptied  increases  year  by  year  as  houses  continue  to  be  built 
in  un-sewered  areas. 

10.  Rats  and  Mice. 

Sewer  Infestations. 

The  annual  treatment  of  sewers  was  carried  out  with  the  follow- 
ing results  : — 

Manholes  Poison  Baits 


baited  taken 

Camborne  ...  ...  108  23 

Illogan  and  Portreath  ...  76  11 

Redruth  ...  ...  107  46 


291  80 


Approximately  20%  of  the  manholes  in  the  area  were  test 
baited  and  approximately  23%  of  these  were  found  to  be  infested 
with  rats. 
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Surface  Infestations. 


All  domestic  property  in  the  area  continues  to  be  treated  for 
infestation  of  rats  free  of  charge,  whilst  charges  are  made  for  work 
at  business  premises. 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  the  work  carried  out 
during  the  year  : — 


Type  of  Property 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agricultural 

Business, 

etc. 

Total 

No.  of  premises 
inspected  as  a 
result  of  ; — 

(a)  Notification  ... 

2 

79 

1 

22 

104 

(b)  Survey 

5 

277 

1 

21 

304 

(c)  Primarily  for 
some  other 
purpose 

6 

653 

4 

197 

860 

No.  of  properties 
found  to  be 
infested  by  : — 

(a)  Rats 

9 

194 

16 

53 

272 

(b)  Mice 

— 

6 

— 

8 

14 

No.  of  infested 
properties  treated 
by  Local 
Authority 

9 

200 

16 

61 

286 
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11.  Factories  Act,  1937. 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) . 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

31 

7 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

90 

41 

1 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding outworkers’ 
premises) 

Total 

121 

48 

1 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  (if  defects  are  discovered  at 
the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  they 
should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “cases”); 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors 



— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary 
conveniences  : 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  unsuitable  or 
defective 

3 

2 

— 

2 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for 
sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  outwork) 

2 

Total 

9 

6 

— 

2 

— 
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SECTION  E . 


HOUSING 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  ...  ...  •••  614 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1,181 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  464 

2.  Remedy  cf  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  lit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 
or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  8 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursu- 
ance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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Housing 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  is  a big  increase  in  the  number  of 
inspections  made  in  connection  with  housing  defects  as  compared 
with  previous  years  and  a similar  increase  should  be  noted  in  the 
number  of  dwelling-houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
ht  for  human  habitation.  In  September  a commencement  was  made 
on  a survey  of  such  slum  dwellings  in  preparation  for  a programme 
to  be  supplied  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  in 
August,  1955,  of  houses  to  be  demolished  in  the  years  to  come.  Pre- 
war records  of  the  state  of  housing  in  this  area  are  non-existent  and 
it  was  decided  to  do  a detailed  survey  of  the  worst  houses  in  the  area 
in  order  that  a correct  guide  can  be  obtained  for  the  programme  of 
demolitions.  An  Inspector  was  put  full  time  on  this  work  and  these 
increases  are  the  result  of  his  investigations.  It  was  found  impossible 
and,  in  fact  unsatisfactory  to  serve  notices  for  defects  found  during 
the  survey  and  they  will  be  dealt  with  when  it  has  been  decided 
which  properties  should  be  repaired  and  which  demolished. 


4.  Applications  for  re-housing. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  alternative  Council  accommoda- 
tion was  offered  to  23  families  occupying  flats  at  Tabbs  Hotel, 
Redruth,  and  Trevu,  Camborne,  which  are  properties  held  under 
requisition.  It  is  estimated  that  both  these  properties  will  be  cleared 
of  licencees  early  in  the  new  year  and  can  then  be  de-requisitioned. 
At  the  end  of  the  year,  however,  apart  from  the  two  requisitioned 
properties  mentioned  above,  there  are  seven  properties  (each 
occupied  by  a family)  still  under  requisition  and  in  respect  of  which 
no  offer  of  alternative  Council  accommodation  has  yet  been  made. 

A survey  of  the  area  has  been  commenced  during  the  year  in 
connection  with  the  five  year  plan  as  required  by  the  Minister  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  for  the  demolition  of  unfit  pro- 
perties and  the  effect  of  the  survey  upon  the  applicants  outside  the 
scope  of  the  survey  who  are  on  the  Housing  Waiting  List  has  yet  to 


be  seen. 

The  following  figures  will  be  of  interest  : — 

Number  of  tenancy  applications  — January,  1954  ...  585 

Number  of  tenancy  applications  — December,  1954  ...  578 

Number  of  Council  tenants  transferred  during  1954  (*)  ...  108 

Number  of  families  housed  during  1954  ...  ...  ...  133 


(*)  Including  26  transferred  from  requisitioned  properties. 
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5.  New  Housing. 

(1)  Local  Authority  Housing. 


(a)  Progress. 

During  1954  new  dwellings  were  erected  on  the  estates  at 
lllogan,  Crane  Road,  Camborne,  and  Weeth,  Camborne,  and  the 
following  were  completed  : — 

(i)  lllogan  Estate. 

23  Traditional  Dwellings. 

12  Non-Traditional  (Cornish  Unit)  Dwellings. 

(ii)  Crane,  Road,  Camborne. 

37  Traditional  Dwellings. 

(iii)  Weeth,  Camborne. 

34  Non-Traditional  (Cornish  Unit)  Dwellings. 

(b)  Present  Position. 

At  31st  December,  1954,  the  following  numbers  of  houses  had 
been  completed  since  the  war  : — 

(a)  Traditional  Dwellings. 

1.  North  Close,  Redruth  ...  ...  ...  16 

2.  Treleigh  Estate,  Redruth  ...  ...  ...  95 

3.  Tresavean  Estate,  Lanner  ...  ...  ...  28 

4.  Treloweth  Road,  Pool  ...  ...  ...  28 

5.  Paynters  Lane  End,  lllogan  ...  ...  ...  38 

6.  Pengegon  Estate,  Camborne  ...  ...  ...  76 

7.  Crane  Road,  Camborne  ...  ...  ...  69 

8.  lllogan  Estate  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

(b)  Permanent  Non-Traditional  Dwellings. 

1.  Prefabricated  Aluminium  Dwellings  at  Pengegon 

Estate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

2.  Cornish  Unit  Dwellings  at  Pengegon  Estate  ...  68 

3.  Cornish  Unit  Shops  and  Flats  at  Pengegon  Estate  4 

4.  Cornish  Unit  Dwellings  at  Treleigh  Estate  ...  130 

5.  Cornish  Unit  Dwellings  at  Park  Bottom  Estate  ...  38 

6.  Cornish  Unit  Dwellings  at  lllogan  Estate  ...  36 

7.  Cornish  Unit  Dwellings  at  Weeth,  Camborne  ...  34 
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(c)  Temporary  Dwellings. 


1.  Prefabricated  ‘Arcon’  Dwellings  at  Pengegon 
Estate 


50 


2.  Prefabricated  Aluminium  Dwellings  at  Pengegon 
Estate 


28 


3.  Prefabricated  Aluminium  Dwellings  at  Strawberry 
Lane,  Redruth 


22 


4.  Converted  Nissen  Hut  Dwellings  at  W.A.A.F. 
Site,  Portreath 


14 


841 


(c)  Future  Programme. 

1 . Illogan  Housing  Estate. 

The  construction,  by  Direct  Labour,  of  64  further  Tradi- 
tional Dwellings  is  proceeding. 

2.  Weeth  Housing  Estate,  Camborne. 

The  construction,  by  Direct  Labour,  of  65  Traditional 
Dwellings  is  proceeding. 

(2)  Private  Enterprise. 

During  1954,  43  dwellings  were  completed  by  Private  Enterprise 
under  Building  Licences.  Since  the  war  145  dwellings  have  been 
completed  by  Private  Enterprise. 

6.  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

19  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  for  the  placing  of 
individual  caravans,  and  one  licence  was  issued  in  connection  with 
a camping  site  for  two  caravans.  Six  camping  sites  are  now  licenced 
in  the  area,  and  these  sites  have  been  managed  in  a most  satisfactory 
manner. 
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SECTION  F. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

1.  Milk. 

69  routine  samples  of  milk  were  taken  throughout  the  year  from 
milk  retailers,  and  4 of  these  samples  failed  to  satisfy  the  Methylene 
Blue  Test. 

Comparative  percentages  of  samples  satisfying  the  Methylene 
Blue  Test  are  as  follows  : — 

Year  1947  1948  1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954 

% passed  96.47  99.31  62.5  66.4  78.3  95.83  88.41  94.3 

The  bulk  of  the  milk  retailed  in  the  area  is  now  pasteurised  and 
complaints  concerning  the  keeping  quality  of  milk  are  rarely  made 
by  the  general  public. 

2.  Milk  Licences. 

Milk  Licences  were  issued  as  follows  : — 

Dealers’  Licences  for  Pasteured  Milk  ...  ...  25 

Dealers’  Licences  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  12 

Supplementary  Licences  for  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  2 

Supplementary  Licences  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk...  2 
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3.  Meat  Inspection. 

Table  I.  Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

(excluding 

cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

2208 

1048 

13568 

4818 

122598 

Number  inspected  . 

2186 

1045 

13145 

4784 

120353 

All  Diseases 

EXCEPT 

Tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

2 

9 

131 

46 

88 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was 
condemned 

707 

408 

133 

371 

5500 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  dis- 
ease other  than 
tuberculosis 

32 

40 

2 

8.7 

4.6 

Tuberculosis 

Only  ; 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

12 

17 

2 

97 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was 
condemned 

168 

235 

14 

3 

5969 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

8.2 

24.1 

0.1 

5 
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Table  II.  Meat  Inspection  — Reasons  for  Condemnation. 
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Totals 


The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offals  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  during  the  year  was  : — 

1 10  tons.  17  cwts.  1 qr.  8 lbs. 

Although  the  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  area 
during  1954  has  increased  by  some  28,000  as  compared  with  1953, 
the  amount  of  meat  condemned  has  dropped  by  some  14  tons. 
Obviously  a better  class  of  animal  has  been  slaughtered  during  this 
year,  and  it  is  significant  that  during  one  half  of  the  year  under 
review  private  slaughtering  was  again  introduced. 

Once  again  1 have  to  report  that  a still  greater  number  of 
animals  have  been  slaughtered  during  the  past  twelve  months,  and 
the  following  figures  are  of  interest  as  they  show  the  increase  in  kill 
over  the  past  seven  years  : — 

Year  1948  1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954 

Total  No.  I 

of  animals  \ 45,117  70,361  85,672  83,746  92,218  116,820  144,240 
killed  )' 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  difference  in  the  figures  of  1948  and 
1954  are  practically  100,000.  This  increase  in  itself  represents  a very 
considerable  amount  of  work  on  the  part  of  the  meat  inspectors,  and 
later  in  this  report  it  is  explained  that  whereas  for  the  first  six 
months  the  Ministry  were  operating  five  slaughterhouses  in  the  area, 
private  enterprise  was  operating  21  slaughterhouses  during  the  last 
six  months.  It  is  obvious  that  the  total  kill  for  this  area  is  a long  way 
above  that  required  for  local  consumption  and  one  wonders  if  the 
final  solution  to  a problem  of  this  nature  in  areas  of  this  size  is  a pro 
rata  payment  for  meat  inspection,  at  least  as  far  as  wholesale 
slaughterhouses  are  concerned. 


4.  Siaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

62  slaughtermen  were  licensed  under  the  above  Act  during  the 
year.  This  is  an  increase  of  19  over  the  previous  twelve  months.  One 
or  two  men  have  come  into  the  trade  during  the  year,  but  in  the 
main  the  increase  is  due  to  butchers’  assistants,  etc.,  who  have  re- 
applied for  licences  which  lapsed  after  1939,  when  private  slaughter- 
houses went  out  of  use.  It  would  not  appear  that  this  area  is  likely 
to  suffer  from  a shortage  of  slaughtermen  for  many  years  to  come. 


5.  Slaughterhouses. 

During  the  early  part  of  1954  my  Council,  in  common  with 
other  local  authorities,  were  informed  that  arrangements  had  to  bo 
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made  for  the  n^-commencement  of  private  slaughtering  at  the 
beginning  of  July.  Applications  were  received  from  various  sources 
and  the  premises  concerned  had  not  been  used  in  connection  with  the 
moat  trade  for  some  15  years.  At  the  end  of  February  my  Council 
very  wisely  adopted  standards  which  they  considered  all  slaughter- 
houses should  meet  before  they  could  be  licensed.  Those  standards 
were  similar  to  the  ones  suggested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  prior  to 
1939,  with  the  exception  of  distance  from  dwellings.  It  was  found 
that  it  would  be  iiupracticable  to  prevent  the  use  of  premises  within 
100  feet  of  a dwelling,  and  eventually  distance  was  entirely  removed 
from  the  standards.  I aiu  not  satisfied  that  in  1954  one  should  find  a 
slaughterhouse  within  15  to  20  feet  of  a private  dwelling,  but  the 
time  factor  prevented  lengthy  discussions  on  individual  slaughter- 
houses, and  it  became  obvious  that  if  the  standard  of  100  feet  had 
been  insisted  upon  inadequate  slaughtering  facilities  would  have 
been  available  in  this  area  during  the  summer  months,  and  it  was  in 
order  to  guard  against  this  difficulty  that  the  distance  standard  had 
to  be  finally  abandoned. 

Of  the  44  private  slaughterhouses  which  were  in  operation  in 
1939  18  were  licensed  and  in  use  b}^  December,  1954.  Although  we 
have  more  than  halved  the  number  of  private  slaughterhouses  in 
use  as  compared  with  earlier  days,  I feel  that  the  problem  generally 
could  have  been  tackled  much  more  realistically  if  more  adequate 
time  had  been  given  by  the  Ministry  concerned. 

All  slaughterhouses  in  the  area  have  now  been  provided  with 
an  adequate  water  supply,  both  hot  and  cold,  adequate  drainage  and 
sanitation,  suitable  lighting  and  ventilation  and  covered  offal  bins, 
and  I feel  that  a very  considerable  improvement  has  been  effected 
when  compared  with  slaughtering  facilities  of  the  pre-war  years. 

My  Council  were  given  the  opportunity  of  taking  over  two  of 
the  larger  slaughterhouses  operated  by  the  Ministry  in  order  to  pro- 
vide public  slaughtering  facilities  for  traders  without  premises  of 
their  own.  Agreement  was  eventually  reached  with  the  owners  of 
these  two  premises,  and  traders  in  the  area  have  the  right  to  require 
a certain  number  of  their  animals  to  be  slaughtered  on  these  premises 
at  an  agreed  charge.  In  this  way  the  interests  of  the  small  butcher 
were  safe-guarded. 

1 o date,  we  have  not  been  permitted  to  adopt  slaughterhouse 
byelaws,  and  I feel  that  the  operation  of  such  byelaws  would  greatly 
assist  the  Council  with  the  supervision  of  these  premises.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  Ministry  concerned  will  revise  its  policy  concerning 
slaughterhouse  byelaws  without  delay. 
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6.  Other  Foods. 

128  visits  were  made  to  shops  and  premises  other  than  slaughter- 
houses in  connection  with  the  examination  and  condemnation  of 
food  for  human  consumption. 

The  following  food  was  condemned  ; — 


Canned  Meats 
Canned  Vegetables 
Canned  Fruits 
Canned  Milk 

Miscellaneous  Canned  Foods 

Cereals 

Dried  Fruit 

Meat  and  Fish 

Miscellaneous  Foods 


1,330  lbs. 

329  lbs. 
1,128  lbs. 
128  lbs. 
1 1 1 lbs. 
313  lbs. 
479  lbs. 
803  lbs. 
642  lbs. 


5,263  lbs. 


Total  weight  of  other  foods  condemned  : — 

2 tons.  7 cwts. 
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7.  Food  and  Drugs  Samples. 

The  following  information  concerning  samples  of  food  taken 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  has  been  received  from 
Mr.  H.  A.  Rundle,  Weights  and  Measures  Department,  Cornwall 
County  Council  : — 


Article  Sampled 

Number 

Taken 

Genuine 

Adulterated 

Beef  Suet 

1 

1 

- 1 

Butter 

4 

4 

— 

Cooking  Fat  ... 

2 

2 

— 

Cornish  Cream 

1 

1 

— 

Custard  Powder 

1 

1 

Dressed  Crab  .. 

1 

1 

— 

Dripping 

2 

2 

— 

Fruit  Cake  (with  Rum) 

1 

1 

— 

Gelatine  Compound  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Ginger  Marmalade 

1 

1 

_ 

Lemon  Cheese 

1 

1 

Lemon  Curd  ... 

1 

1 

- - - 

Malt  Vinegar,.. 

1 

1 

_ 

Margarine 

1 

1 

— 

Marmalade 

1 

I 

Milk 

122 

116 

6 

Mixed  Fruit  ... 

1 

1 

Orange  Squash 

1 

1 

— 

Peppermint  Lumps 

1 

1 

_ 

Sterilised  Cream 

1 

1 

- - 

Table  Jelly 

2 

2 

— 

148 

142 

6 

Particulars  of  adulterated  samples  : — 

Milk.  Formal.  21.6%  Added  Water  ) Fine  and  Costs  /7.  10.  0. 
Milk.  Formal.  12.9%  Added  Water  ) 

Milk.  Formal.  15.0%  Added  Water  ) 

Milk.  Formal.  15.0%  Added  Water  ) Fine  and  Costs  /21  0.  0. 
Milk.  Formal.  13.2%  Added  Water  ) 

Milk.  Formal.  1 1 .8%  Added  Water  ) 
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8.  Food  Premises. 

258  visits  were  made  to  food  premises. 

The  food  premises  register  now  contains  records  of  premises  as 
follows  : — 


Grocers  ... 

144 

Butchers 

33 

Fish  and  Chips  ... 

36 

Restaurants,  etc.  ... 

45 

Confectioners 

41 

Bakehouses 

23 

Ice  Cream 

131 

Miscellaneous 

29 

482 

Food  premises  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of 

ice  cream 

• • « 

131 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages 

or  preserved  foods 

• . . 

60 

Premises  registered  for  the  cooking  of  fish 

. . . 

36 

118  visits  were  paid  to  registered  food  premises  during  the  year. 
This  figure  is  admittedly  low,  but  during  the  year  under  review  it 
was  found  quite  impossible  to  pay  more  attention  to  the  inspection  of 
food  premises.  No  work  has  been  carried  out,  other  than  at  the  time 
of  visits  to  premises,  and  this  was  due  to  pressure  of  work  in  other 
directions  and  a complete  change  of  staff  during  the  year. 

Method  of  disposal  of  condemned  food. 

All  condemned  food  is  disposed  of  at  the  Council’s  controlled 
tip.  The  Inspector  making  the  condemnation  notifies  the  foreman 
of  the  Department  of  the  quantity  of  food  to  be  collected  and  the 
foreman  makes  the  necessary  transport  arrangements.  The  con- 
demned food  is  taken  direct  to  the  tip  and  covered. 

9.  Ice  Cream. 

6 new  premises  were  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice 
cream  during  1954.  This  brings  the  total  of  such  premises  now 
registered  in  this  area  to  131.  In  the  main  these  premises  sell  pro- 
prietary brand  pre-packed  ice  cream.  Less  than  six  ice  cream 
vendors  in  the  area  now  make  their  own  ice  cream. 

29  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  during  the  year  and  upon 
the  results  of  Methylene  Blue  Tests  were  graded  as  follows  : — 


Provisional  Grade  I 

24 

Provisional  Grade  II 

3 

Provisional  Grade  III 

2 

Provisional  Grade  IV 

Nil 

10  of  these  samples  were  taken  from  ice  cream  produced  in  the 

area. 
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